
Welcome to Grace United Methodist Church!! 
Sunday – October 15, 2023 – 9:00 am 

 

Meditation Verse: “Then he said to his slaves, 

‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 

Go therefore into the main streets and invite everyone you 

find to the wedding banquet.’” – Matthew 22:8-9 
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Church Staff: 

Pastor    John Britt 
Office Administrator  Phyllis Stevens 
Children’s Ministry  Kelly Carter 
Youth Ministry  Kristal Hamm 
Financial Administrator Cindy Puckett 
Custodian   Pam Hemmingson 
Digital Campus Host Kristin Britt 
Audio/Visual   Steve Hilton 
Lay Leader   Mike Marsland 
Pianist   Julie Marsland 



Order of Worship 
 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 
  

Call to Worship: 
Leader: Come! Now is the time to worship! 
People: We come to worship God who invites us. 
Leader: When the Israelites worshiped the golden calf, God 
listened to Moses and chose to correct instead of destroy. 
People: God persistently invites us to return to God. 
Leader: Jesus tells a story of a wedding banquet where the 
guests dismissed the invitation and harmed the messengers, 
so the king invited people off the streets and welcomed all 
who received the invitation in earnest. 
People: God persistently invites us to return to God. 
Leader: Too often we turn from God’s ways, choosing our 
stiff-necked insistence that we know what is best instead of 
trusting God’s provision, love, and guidance. 
People: When we turn away and our love fails, God 
continues to offer us opportunities to return to God and 
join in the celebration of God’s abundant love and life. 
Leader: Come! Now is the time to worship! 
People: We come to worship God who keeps inviting us, 
often in spite of us. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
 

*Hymn #348 – Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 

Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Presentation of Bibles 
 

*Song – My Lighthouse – Kids’ Choir 
 

Kids Message 
 

Message: "Entitlement" 
 
The Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings 
     -  Hymn #2130 – The Summons 



Morning Prayer and the Lord's Prayer 
 

Announcements 
 

*Closing Songs: 
  - Offering 
  - Sing a Song 
 

 *Blessing 
 

(*Please stand if you are able.) 
 

GPS – Grow, Pray, Study 
1) Grow. When have or do you struggle with a sense of 

entitlement? What about today’s passage or message 
can help in these situations?  

2) Pray. When have or are you dealing with someone 
else’s sense of entitlement? How can you seek 
guidance, direction, or help in prayer? 

3) Study. Read Luke 14:15-24. What is different or 
“missing” in this account of the parable? How does this 
change your understanding of its meaning? 

 

Next Week’s Lectionary Readings: 
     Exodus 33:12-23 
     Psalm 99 
     1st Thessalonians 1:1-10 
     Matthew 22:15-22 

 

Next Sunday's Message: "Greed" - We think what we have 

belongs to us. We worked for it; we should get to control it. In 

our gospel text, the question is one of what belongs to whom. 

In the text Jesus is asked about paying taxes. This trick 

question is an attempt to put Jesus into a no-win situation. 

The coin, with the image of Caesar on it, well give that to 

Caesar. But you, the one with the image of God stamped on 

you, to whom do you belong? May we come to see that what 

we have, what we are, what we do, what we think – it all truly 

belongs to the one who created us in the image of the divine. 

May we ask ourselves, “What belongs to God?” Then may we 

find a way to put it back into God’s hands. 



This Week at Grace 
 - Wednesday – 1:30 PM – Midweek Chat – Chapel 

 - Wednesday – 9 AM – Discipleship Group – Chapel 

 - Wednesday – 6 PM – Youth Group – Fellowship Hall 

 - Thursday – 5:30 PM – Men’s Group – Fellowship Hall 

 - Friday – 6:30 AM – Women’s Study – Chapel  
  

Upcoming Special Events 

 - October 17 – 6:15 PM – Team/Leadership Meetings 

 - October 17 – 7 PM – Annual Charge Conference 

 - October 20-21 – Confirmation Retreat – SMC 

 - October 20-22 – Women’s Retreat – SMC 

 - October 27 – 5:30 PM – Fall Family Festival 

 - October 28 – 9 AM – Service Saturday – Grace UMC 
 

Announcements: 
 

October Mission of the Month is Socktober! Please bring hats, 

gloves, and socks for those in need. Thanks! 
 

Please consider signing up to serve on a Sunday morning.  
Simply choose a Sunday that is convenient for you and sign 
up on the sheets opposite the drinking fountains!  Thank you 
for serving. 
 

The Fall Family Festival is this month! If you can bring some 
candy, please place it in the “trunk” by the entrance to the 
Sanctuary. OR… if you can help with the food or games or if 
you can decorate a trunk – PLEASE sign up on the clipboards 
next to the “trunk!” Thanks!!! 
 

May God Bless you throughout the coming week!! 


